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UNITED STATES IMPORTS FROM JAPAN AND THEIR RELATION TO THE 
DEFESSE PROGRAM AND TO THE ECONOMY OF THE COUNTRY 


Dntroduction. 

Recent developments bearing on the trade relations between the 
United States and Japem have already resulted in a sharp reduction of 
imports from that country. This situation has given rise to the 
question of what effect a complete cessation of imports from Japan, 
if 4t should for any reason occur, would have on the defense program 
of the nation and on the general economy of the country, This report 
reviews the principal individual commodities in the import trade with 
depen fron this point of view. 

The articles covered in this report comprise 59 import classifi- 
cations. All imports of commodities or classes of commodities from 
Japan which amounted to as much as $250,000 in 1940 or $500,000 in the 
preceding year are included, and in addition a mmber of minor imports 
which either are intimately related to the above or are important for 


other reagons such as for national defense. The final compilation, 
} 


as shown in the table in the appendix of this report, accounts for 


commodities which represented 90.5 percent of all imports from Japan 
PURL: http://www. legal-tools.org/doc/3ed967/ 


in 1940 and 88.9 percent in the first 5 months of 1941. (These 
same classifications accounted for 90.2 percent of the imports in 
1939.) The commodities are, with only a few exceptions,+/ discussed 
in the order in which they appear in the classification of imports 
used by the Department of Commerce. 


V/ for example, fish scrap and fish meal are used both for feed and 
for fertiliser, and imports for each use enter under different 
Classifications. In this report, however, the two classes are 
discussed in the same section. 


Each commodity or clase of commodities listed in the appendix 
table, with only a few exceptions, is treated in a separate section 
in Part II of this report. ‘The exceptions are certain groups of 
commodities which have closely related uses or origins; in such in- 
stances, the group is treated as a separate section. Each section 
gives a description of the product or products under review ani a 
statement concerning principal defense and civilian uses. ‘The com 
petitive situation is briefly described and the principal economic 
data bearing on the problems which would be created by a stoppage of 
imports from Japan are presented. The classes of domestic interests 
(importers, manufacturers, workers, consumers, and defense industries) 
which would likely be affected by such a stoppage are indicated, 
Rapbasis, however, is placed on the probable effects on the econmay 
of the country as a whole. Where vital interests of substantial 
sections of the population would likely be affected, even though no 
great injury appeared in prospect for the country as a whole < as in 
the case of elimination of imports of raw silk ~ appropriate space is 
devoted to a discussion of the manner in which particular groups 
would be affected. 


At the end of each section are tables showing URU tal Stu ted 'dalpore/doc/3ed967/ 


ports for consumption of the commodity under review, both from Japan 
and from each of the other important suppliers, by years from 1937 
through 1940, and by months for the period Jamary 1940 through 


May 1941. All statistics of imports were compiled from published 
or unpublished statistics of the United States Department of Commerce. 
Summary. 

The imports from Japan which are separately analysed in Part IT 
of this report are pumarised in the following table. 
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Table 1. - United Steteas imports for consumption fiea Japan, by principal 
commodity groups, 1949 and Jamary-Meay 2940 and 1941 


: Proportion of total value 


-_—_ -——-— 


: 
Silk and silk products ———-1: 106,588 
Fish and fish products ———1 8,776 
Cotton goods ——— ———3 = 45:2 
Chemicals and industrial : 
oils ' 3,475 
China, porcela'n, and ’ 
earthenware —————-_-————-s 3,441 
Teas t 3,190 
Pedaline braid and un- z 
finished paper hat bodies -: 1,506 
Canned fruite s 1,185 
Rayon staple fiber t 1,033 
Vegetables, sauces, and t 
other food preperations ——1 941 
Electric lamps 2 924 
Mink furs 3 
Lily bulbs 3 
Pearls, cultured and t 
solid imitation 3 
Slide fasteners ———_—-: 
Bristles ———- 5] 
Bamboo sticks ’ 
Miscellaneous pyroxylin : 
articles 3 
Paper mamfactures, n.5.p.f.t 266 
Pearl shells t 
Total importe : : 2 
emmerated above —————1 141,979 : 51,528 : 46, 
: 3 2 
All others a/ : 


t s : ’ : 
Total t 156,933 s 57,440 : 52,461 : 100.0 3 100.0 3 100.0 


V The values given do not necessarily show the values of total imports from Japan 


within each of the classes indicated; instead, thay ghow hb: Wert wot'cenliip lng: /daeL3ed967 
porte which are separately listed in the appendix table. For example, the value of 
all fish and fish products from Japan was in excess of $8,776,000 in 1940, but that 
sum represents the total value of those fish and fish products which are separately 
in this report. 

Includes imports time gre at ao $8,000 in 1940 of optical glass, unmanu- 
factured mica, and » megets, sponge, 
designated as "wort ie or Rrtrats c* mterials. 
silk, which were designated by the and Navy Munitions Board as *oritical 
"strategic," were imported from Japan in 1940. 


Source: Compiled from official statistics of the 0.5. Department of Commerce. 


and silk products from Japan, which in recent years have accounted for 
about two-thirds of the total value of imports from Japan, would create 
much the greater part of the difficulties which would be associated 
with a cessation of all imports from that country. 

For military purposes, raw silk is used principally in the mam- 


facture of paracimte cloth. Data on United States requirements for 


this purpose and on the existing stocks on hand of finished materials 
and mt#rinls in process are not available for publication. However, 
domestic warehouse stocks of silk (which may now be used only under 
Government license) are themselves sufficient for making about one~ 
helf million parachutes of the average size used for military pur 
poses. There are also available substitutes for silk in making para- 
chutes, notably nylon. 

The only other silk material which is of military importance is 
"“silx waste." Chins has been much the most important supplier of 
imports of silk waste since 1937; imports from Japan have been neg~ 
lizible since the beginning of 1940. There is also some domestic 
production of silk waste recovered in textile aaa arity precennets | nce 

The only indispensable military use of waste silk is in the pro- 
duction of lacing twine and tie straps for the assembly of propelling 
charges and in the fabrication of cartridge igniter cloth and 
gun-powler t: = cloth for high calibes ordnance. Cloth for such uses 


must burn quickly end coupletely without leaving a hard smoldering 


residue, and silk has been generally believed to be the only fiber 
possessing that combination of characteristics. But it is significant 
that the United States Army publicly announced early in August that it 
was no longer dependent on silk for most powder bage and parachutes. 
Powler bags for small calibers are successfully made of cotton, wool, 


and mohair, 
| 


Data on United States military requirements for waste silk, and 
the stocks of silk powder bags completed and in process are not avail~ 
able for publication. But even if there were no stocks of such on 
hand, the available domestic supplies of silk and silk waste (which 
are now under mandatory priority control by the Government) would suf- 
fice for all indispensable military purposes for at least the inme- 
diate future. 

As regards the civilian uses of silk, it may be observed that 
8) percent or more of the imports of Japanese silk into the United 
States in recent years have entered into the mamfacture of hosiery, 

A cessation of imports would therefore affect principally the hosiery 
manufacturers, the silk throwsters and their employees, and the great 
mumber of women who wear silk hosiery, particularly full~fashioned 
hosiery. 
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Substitute yarns for silk, particularly for use in making very 
sheer hosiery (corresponding to 1-, 2-, and 3-thread silk), will not 
likely be available in nearly as large quantities as silk has been, 

“Wylon, now the most acceptable substitute insofar as physical 


characteristics are concerned, will not be immediately available in 
sufficient volume to supply yarn for the mamfacture of more than 25 
to 30 percent of the number of pairs of full-fashioned silk and nylon 
hosiery which were made in: 1940. However, this percentage will 
likely be about doubled when the new nylon plant at Martinsville, 


Va., now nearing completion, attains full output, which is expected 
by ‘the end of 1942. 

Full-fashioned hosiery made of cotton and of rayon could in some 
degree also be used to replace silk hosiery. In 1940, however, only 
1 percent of the production of full-fashioned hosiery was of cotton, 


rayon, or mixtures. 

Production and employment in the silk hosiery and silk throwing 
industries were already reduced in mid-August and will probably be 
reduced still further in the dext several months. The ‘extent and 
duration of the curtailment is indeterminate; it will depend prin- 
cipally on the availability of yarns which can be substituted for 
silk and on how quickly volume production of acceptable hosiery made 
from them can be got under way. Rayon yarn plants are already 
CDRH HIRE G6: SRLE: CApRCAY 69| Gin’ ARerEneED 48 Te NY SE ee 
for hosiery will necessitate diversion from its other present uses, 
some of which are for defense. Productive capacity for cotton yarn 
sufficiently fine to make sheer hose is very limited; a substantial 
immediate increase in supplies of fine cotton or rayon yarn could be 


available if imports from Great Britain were increased, Only if 


vory much larger amounts of hosiery were made of rayop or cotton yarn 
could production and employment in the hosiery industry be maintained 
at the levels which prevailed in 1940. 

The hosiery industry produced about 500 million pairs of full- 
fashioned hosiery in 1940. If nylon is to supply material for no 
more than 150 million pairs per year by the end of 1941 and no more 
than 300 million pairs per year by the end of 1942 (as has been esti- 
meted in this report), then hosiery of other yarns will initially 
have to make up a deficiency of at least 350 million pairs per year in 
order that output, and presumably employment, in the hosiery industry 
be maintained at the 1940 level. Production of full-fashioned rayon 
and cotton hosiery in 1940 amounted to only 5.4 million pairs. Sharp 
reduction in both the output and employment in the hosiery and the 
silk throwing industries appears inevitable for at least the immediate 
future. The impact of curtailment in production of hosiery will be 
felt principally in the States of Pennsylvania and North Carolina, 
which accounted for approximately 60 percent of all full-fashioned 


hosiery produced in the United States in 1940.d/ 


The mamfacturers and users of woven silk ERETARS PATA DE ARB IIA 1967/ 
silk would be little affected by a stoppage of imports of raw silk 


from Japan, inasmuch as rayon and other available fibers are acceptable 
substitutes, having in fact already largely displaced silk for most 
woven fabrics. Plants and workers now devoted to the production of 
woven silk fabrics could readily be employed in the production of 


woven fabrice of other fibers. 


V Quarterly Statistical Bulletin of the Hosiery Industry, National 


Association of Hosiery Mamfacturers, Aug. 1941, p. 41. 


Insofar as civilian requirements for waste silk are concerned, 

n rayen (made from rayon staple fiber and rayon waste) and contin- 

is filament rayon are satisfactory substitutes in most uses. Some 
of the equipment and part of the labor supply in the spun-silx indus- 
try could be employed in making spun-rayon yarn and novelty mixture 
yarns. 

Fish and fish products. = Of the total value of fish and fish 
producte (including seed oysters) imported from Japan in 1940, canned 
crab meat accountec for almost 70 percent. In recent years imports 
of this product from Japan have been exceeded only by those of silk. 
4 stoppage of imports of Japanese crab meat would no doubt compel an 
almost inmmediete curteilment in the domestic consumption of canned 
crab meat since the deficiency could not quickly be made up by in- 
creased domestic production or increesed imports from Soviet Russia, 
the only other source. The incidence, howeve#, would be principally 
on consumers of "lwoury" seafoods. Much the same situation would 
likely prevail for swordfish. A stoppage of other fish food products 
from Japan, such as canned tuna and salmon, would not likely have an 


importent effect, because large supplies of these arid thier widees!tools.org/doc/3ed967/ 


products are available from domestic and other sources in the Hestern 
Hemisphere. Any resulting increase in the domestic fish catch would 
have the incidental effect of increasing somewhat the supply of fish 
livers, which could be utilized to reduce the United States shortage 


of the vitamin materials derived from then. 


There already exists a shortage of natural vitamin A and D mate- 
riels in the United States. Vitamin A is used in the prevention of 
night-blindness, and vitamin D, in the prevention of rickets. ‘The 
imports of fish livers end fish-liver oils from Japan have been valued 
principally for their content of vitemin D although they have also 
been importent for their content of A. 

The principal users of vitamin oils derived from fish livers from 
Japan have been the producers of poultry feed. Manufecturers of 
vitamin oils for human consumption, however, have also been importent 
users. With supplies of codbliver ofl no longer available fro 
Europe, poultry raisers are now substituting sardine oil fortified 
with tuna-liver oil and shark-liver oil. The tuna-liver oil makes 
up the deficiency in the vitamin D potency of the sardine oil, end 
the shark-liver oil, the deficiency in vitemin A. 

Under present conditions, e stoppage of imports of fish livers, 


cod-liver oil, and other vitamin materials from Japen would aggravate 


still further the shortege of supplies of natural vitamins A and D in 


the United States. Thies need not, however, have serious repercussions 
on the country as a whole. Adequate supplies Sf" syHtdeereovitinin Ho” 
can be obtained from domestic sources, and some natural vitamin A in 

the form of carotene (made from carrots and other materials) aleo can 

be obteined from domestic sources. In addition there exists the 
possibility of increesing imports of liver oils high in vitamin A and 

D from foreign sources other than Japan. The public interest might 


13 


require, bowever, that domestic manufacturers of the synthetic substi- 
tutes for vitemin D (which are made under patented processes) not take 
advantage of the reduced availability of the natural vitamin D. 

A stoppage of imports of seed oysters would seriously injure, 
within a year or 80, a segment of the domestic oyster industry located 
principally in the State of Washington. Except for ea small crop of 
Olympia aysters, the Pacific coast has no native oysters. Prior to 
the use of Japanese seed in that area, some seed from the Atlantic 


coast was used, but the business was never large because the Atlantic 


oyster tekes from 3 to 5 years to attain marketable size in Pacific 
waters as compared with only 12 to 28 months for the species grow 
from the Japanese seed. There is very little propagation of 
Japanese oysters in Pacific coast waters. 

A discontinuance of imports of fish scrap end fish meal from 
Jepan would not be serious, in view of the substantiel imports of 
similar materials from Canada and the availability of larger domestic 
supplies of other feed and fertilizer materiels. Imports from Japan 
in the first five months of 1941 were negligible. 

Cotton goods. ~ A stoppage of imports of Japanese cotton goods 
would probably attract little domestic notice except CER IAG WEE RE RBIS org/doc/3ed967/ 
users of Japanese fish nets and netting. United States production 
of cotton manufactures is the largest in the world, and the domestic 
industry could probably make up most of any likely deficiency in 
volume arising from a stoppage of imports from Japan. Such a stoppage, 


u 


however, would reduce the supply of certain classes of inexpensive 
Bleached cotton cloth, tablecloths and napkins, damask, and floor 
coverings. Substitutes would, in many instances, be less satisfactory 
or more costly. A cessation of imports of fish nete and nettings would 


probably be important in raising the costs of certein domestic fishing 
operations. The largest domestic producer of netting also produces 
most of the seine twine used in the mamfacture of netting by other 
mearufacturers. Domestic productive capacity of these materials is 
probably sufficient to meet all domestic requirements. 

Ghemicels end industrial oils. - The importance to the United 
States of ite imports of chemicals and industrial oils from Japan 
varies from product to product. Japan (including Kwantung) is the 
major foreign supplier of egar-agar, camphor, perilla oil, rapeseed 
oil, and Japan wax. ‘The principal effect of a stoppage of such im- 
ports would be the greater resort to substitutes, satisfactory sup- 
Plies of which are now available for most. 

The sole domestic producer of agar-ager, whose rew material now 
comes from Mexico, could probably, in his present plant, supply the 
country's essential military and civilian requirengptg s .... PLeRE PAM exc ican 
city could quickly be expanded with little outlay. There are mmer~ 
ous substitutes based on domestic raw materiels which could be used 
to replace agar-agar in many of ite most important uses. Domestic 
capacity for output of synthetic camphor, which is interchangeable 
in use with natural camphor, would have to be increased about 25 per 
cent to supply all domestic requirements, and such expansion of plant 
would require about 6 months. 


Perilla oil is a drying oil preferred in mking certain specialties. 
Domestic consumption is supplied entirely by imports, practically all 
of which come from Japan (including Kwantung). However, for practi- 
cally all uses satisfactory substitutes (linseed oil, dehydrated cas- 
tor oil, fish and soybean oils) are available from domestic sources 
and from foreign sources other than Japan. Rapeseed oi] came prin- 
cipally from Japan prior to 1941 but is now being imported principally 
from Argentina. Japan wax comes only from Japan, but domestic sub- 
stitutes, such as paraffin, are available. 

The United States is much less dependent on Japan for pyrethrum, 
creosote oil, and menthol. Any deficiency in pyrethrum could easily 
be made up by increased imports from British areas. (Imports of 
pyrethrum from British East Africa (Kenya) were over five times those 
from Japan in 1940.) Domestic and Canadian production of creosote 
oil also could easily be expanded, tut transport costs to the West 
coast, where Japanese importe have been entered end consumed would be 
high. A stoppage of imports of menthol, which now comes principally 
from China, would no doubt compel a reduction in its consumption, 
particularly in such products as salves and cigarettes. Domestic 
production of aynthetic menthol is amall and that off matural, menthol pre/doc/3cd967/ 
negligible; and rapid expansion in the production of either is 
unlikely, 


Chine, porcelain, and eartheyware. - Because of the stoppage of 
imports of such materials from continentel Europe, Japan has become 


practically the sole foreign supplier of inexpensive earthenware and 
of both the inexpensive and medium-priced china and porcelain dimmer 
ware. A discontimance of imports from Japan at this time would com 
pel a sharp reduction in the domestic consumption of such articles and 
a considerable amount of substitution, mostly at higher prices. How 
ever, domestic earthenware and, to some extent, machine-made glassware, 
could largely replece the cheap grades of Japanese china and earthen- 
ware, 

Tea. - Most of the domestic consumption of tea is supplied by 
imports from Ceylon, India, and the Netherlands Indies, neither Japan 
nor China being particularly important in this trade. A stoppage of 
imports from Japan would affect principally those few users of oolong 
tea who would not find other teas acceptable. 

Pedaline breid and unfinished paper hat bodies. ~ A discontimuance 
of imports of pedaline hat braid and paper hat bodies (toyos) would 
reduce the availability of materials now populer for use in low-priced 
men's and women's "straw" hats. Consumers would consequently be 
obliged to curtail their purchases or to seek substi tapmeaw ict QiOh$R6%5.1967/ 


on employment would depend largely on the adjustments made in the hat 
industry, an industry whose prosperity rests lergely on the vegaries 
of style. 


Canned fruits. ~ Imports from Japan consist of canned pineapple 
~nned manderin orenges. The imports have been small, and a stop-~ 
of the trade would cause little difficulty. Capacity for pro- 
hucing domestic canned pineapple (principally in Hawaii) is more than 
sufficient to meet all requirements, and a variety of substitutes 
exist for canned mandarin oranges, a “luxury" salad fruit not produced 
domestically. 

Rayon staple fiber. - A stoppage of imports from Japan would not 
have eny appreciable effects. Domestic production of staple fiber 
has been growing very rapidly, and a large new plant is scheduled to 
begin production before the end of this year (1941). For many uses, 
there are adequate supplies of substitutes, such as rayon waste. 

Food preparations, vegetables, end sauces. - These consist largely 
of articles consumed in the United States by persons of oriental de- 
ecent and by others who patronize restaurants which serve oriental 
dishes. Most of the comsumption is in Hawaii and on the Pacific 
coast. A stoppage of imports from Japan would necessitate e sharp 
curtailment in consumption in the United States. Increased imports 


from othe c 8 oduc 
r areas and increased domestic - tion, how hat ea egal-tools.org/doc/3ed967/ 


make up at least part of the deficiency in some classes, 

Electric Jamps. = A stoppage of imports of electric lamps would 
wot Likely have any important effect. Domestic plant capacity is euf- 
fictent to supply eny likely demand for lamps; The domestic products 
are more costly than the comparable product from Japan, but are gener— 


ally of superior quality. 


Mink furs. ~ Mink furs from Jepen, although i: 


and lower in price than those of other origins, sre "lwaury" t r 
for which adequate substitutes are available. Other species of furs 
from domestic end from other foreign sources are available and, if 


need be, the output of minks on fur farme in both the United Stete:r 
and Canada could be increased efter a period of 1 to 2 years. 

Lily bulbs. - The imports from Japen, of which United States 
stocks ere sufficient for requirements in 1941, could not be replaced 
quickly by domestic production of lily bulbs or by imports from other 
countries. Substitute florel decorations would therefore have to be 
used, 

Pearks, cultured and solid imitetion. - A discontimance of im 


porte from Japen would necessitete the substitution of other mterizle 
for use as costume jewelry. A wide variety of mterials for such 
jewelry can be obteined from both domestic and foreign sources other 
than Japen. 

Slide fasteners. - Domestic slide fasteners sell at higher prices 
than the Japanese product but are generally of higher quality. Ade- 
quate capacity existe in the United Stetes to upp [ait Comeotic ont oc 
svmption of slide fasteners. Moreover, domectic substitutes are 
available at no higher prices than preveil for the Japanese slide 
fastener. 


Bristles. - A cessation of imports of bristles from Japan would 
not adversely affect the United States to any appreciable extent 


pane: ntrolled ars in Chir ver, would in a short 
oppel e reduction in the United Stetee consumption of paint 
No wholly satisfactory substitute for imported hog bristles 

is evailable for making such brushes, but for certain purposes paint 
can be applied with spray guns. Present stocks of hog bristles are 
sufficient for making a 6-months' supply of all brushes or an & or 
9-months' supply of paint brushes alone. Tooth, other toilet, indus- 
trial, and household brushes are now being made in considerable amounts 
from nylon and other materivls. There is also a fairly large stock 
of finished brushes in the hands of mamifecturers and dealers 7 the 
United States. 

Bapboo sticks. - A stoppage of imports from Japan would have but 
little effect, inasmuch as imports from other foreign sources could be 
increased, and for many uses a mumber of substitutes are available. 

Pyroxyiin articles, ond paper mamufectures. - A stoppage of im- 
ports of these Japanese specialties would reduce the variety of low- 
priced celluloid and paper novelties sold principally by 5= and 10- 
cent stores in the United States. There would be evuilable, however, 


& supply of similar and substitute articles of dombSthd arty Wehap !s.ove/doc/3ed96 


foreign origins. 

Pear] shells. - Inasmuch as United States imports of pearl shells 
come principally from Aurtrelie and the Netherlands Indies, a cessation 
of imports from Japan would not be particulerly important. Imports 


from non-Japanese sources could be increased and there exist in this 
country large supplies of mussel shells from which fresh-water pearl 
buttons and novelties may be manufectured. 

Other imports. - The classes of imports from Japan not discussed 
in the preceding paragraphs accounted in the aggregate for less than 
15 million dollars in 1940, or for %1/2 percent of United States 
totel imports from Japan in that year h/ These imports consisted of 
a large variety of miscellaneous articles, only three of which are in 
categories classified by the Army and Navy Munitions Board as "critical" 
or "strategic" - platimm (in various forms), optical glass, and mica. 
The imports of platimm amounted to $6,000 and those of the other two 
articles to about $1,000 each. None of the mice was of "strategic" 
quality and it is doubtful that any of the optical glass was. 
Shipping. 

A cessation of imports from Japan would have little effect on the 
volume or value of cargo carried into the United States on American 
vessels. According to a recent report issued by the United States 
Maritime Commission, 86 percent of the tonnage of imports into the 
United States from Japan in 1939 was transported on Japanese vessels, 


12 percent by vessels of other foreign national /tts nha news “phnie/20/3e0907/ 


percent on United States vessels. Participation in this trade by 
American vessels has declined since that year. In fact, very few 
vessels of American registry were calling at Japanese ports in 1941 
even prior to the Presidential order of July 26, 1941, "freezing® 


all Japanese assets in the United States. 


V These same classes accounted for 11 percent of the total in the 


first 5 months of 1941. 


The principel economic effects on the United Stetes which would 
likely follow from a cessation of imports from Japun may be summarized 
as follows: 

1. The eggregate effect on the economy of the country es a whole 
would be slight. 

2. United States defense program would not be interfered with to 
any appreciable degree. 

3. The health of the population of the United States would not 
be affected. 

4. Certain domestic industries which have been using impo:'ted 
materials (notably the full-fashioned hosiery industry) would be ed— 
versely affected; but certain other domestic industries producing 
articles competitive rith importe from Jepan (the fish canneries end 
the manufecturers of electric lamps, for example) would be benefited. 
Most of the unemployment in the industries adversely affected would 
probably be short-lived because of the large and increising derand for 
vorkers in other industries. 


5. The public interect might require that the Federel Goverment 


teke meusures both to facilitete readjuctments in? YR ed yideadl toot yp/doc/3ed967/ 


which would be most seriously affected, and to prevent any unverrented 
increase of prices by those domestic interecte which ere in a pocition 
to profit from a stoppage of imports from Japan, either in consequence 
of having accumlated stocks of imported goods or becaure they control 


the production or supply of substitute mteriels. 
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6. Present users of silk hosiery vould be the principal consumer 


interests affected. For at least a limited time, aggregate conswip= 


tion of full-feshioned hosiery would have to be sharply reduced. Hot 


ever, after necessary readjustments were mde by the hosiery inmiustry 
end by the suppliers of yarn (which rould probebly require 4 year or so) 
domestic production of hosiery of fibers other than silk would probsebly 
be sufficient to supply the great bulk of the country's requirenents. 

| 7. Consumers of such semilwoury Jepanese products as crab meat, 
swordfish, and mink furs, constitute only a4 small fraction of the 
population and a group whose income vould permit substitution of other 
articles without epprecieble hardship. 

8. Consumers of low-priced Japanese manuf: ctured articles (cotton 
manufectures, hat bodies, slide fasteners, chinaware, electric lamps, 
etc.) would generally be obliged either to curtail their consumption 
of such goede ée to purchase higher-priced substitutes, or to do both. 
Purchases of such Japanese erticles, however, do rot »ccount for an 
important part of the total expenditures of even those in the very low 
income brackets. Moreover, the substitution of higher priced articles 
would, in a number of instances, prove benefici gd, PEGA Rai tI3RE/doc/34967/ 
superior quality. 

9. The extent and rapidity with which domestic substitutes could 
replece certain imports from Japen eoedid depemd’ on the domestic aveil- 


ebility of materials some of which are now subject to priorities. 
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if the war docs not result in extensive damage to the copper producing 
facilities of Japan, the problem of excess capreity will arise. Imports 
from the Empire arenas will likely be cut off, and imports of copper froa 
other areas ure likely to be limited. Facilities will either huve to be 
in prrt demolished or dismantled .nd removed to other areas. 


lormosn, Koren, and Manchurin produce blister copper in varying 
quintities, but the product they export to Japan is essentially the same «is 
‘thot produced in Japan proper. As a result, the possible interruption of 
tnese exports to Japan consequent upon the dismemberment of the Empire 
would not interfere with production techniques or the organization of the 
industry in J1pan, but, together vith a reduction in imports from other 
sources, it would, as mentioned above, rinke idle some of the facilities 
in Japan proper for refining and fabricuting copper. The dismemberment 
of the Empire will present problems to the Zupire ayeas, as well ap to 
Japan, for they muy iack ready markets for their ovtjut of blister copver, 
most of which formerly wes sent to Jnpan. 

The existence of extensive deposits of copper ore within Jupsn proper 
raises problems of control peculier to the copper inecustry, us Japan, 
independent of any outside aid, can produce copper jn nmounts considersbly 
greater than the 75,000 tonb believed necessary to Tne peacdtine economy 
of the country. If strict control! over the omount of copper produced is 
desired, it vill have to be administered from within Japmn. Control over | 
tad copper induscry through controls cf imperts would, however, be effective 
in haipering attempts on the part of Japan to develop 2 wartine economy, 
as do..estic ores ure nt present, even durin, war, supplying Japon with only 
about hrlf the copper it consumes. 
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Tibls 5.- Aiuninum: Lencrts into Jnpan from gagor 
sources, 1932 «nd 1934-36 


(in metric tons) 


ingots, 
bars, 
blocks, blocks, 
ind gl bs and sl os 


Canada 
Sritzerlend —<, 
United States <s 
Fronce ----—---3% 
G .rnany 
Norway ----~---: 
United Kingdom -: 
Menchuria 
All’ ether -—---- = 

Totel --—: 8,286 45,404 


Loures; Annuel «nd wonthly Returns of tue Foreign Tride of Japan. 


7 ++ of oe ee oe 
Se 


From i931 to i935, wost of the imports ver, ser: p petal, and th: rast 
were largely crude metal. After 1936 the i vott duticd on m-nufnetured 
Sluminum product: vere, honever, prohibitive. in i939 Japan was nenrly 
solf-sufficiont ‘s to ail c.vilion requirements, but inports reachod 1“ very 
high rate in 1954 end 19359 in ti ,finel sfrort to provide milit-ry supplies 
before trade might s- déurtptai. = lo gomorel the Japanese mirket, which 
wis mostly in ser’. ond crode metil, ws not very cipnifie nt to the 
economy of the supelying countrics. 


Exports. 


Japan's oxports of crude “bisinui. 'nd samifinish:a sh.pes, relative to 
production and imports, were inuignifiernt; thu cluminum which entered 
Ja;anese export trade sas lorgely in wonufsctures fertosr udvanced than 
shiipus. During recent pre-wir yoors, Jnpin's uy,orts of such ginufsctures 
hed grown. Aluminum wtensiis vere cx orted to Chinn, Hong hong, the 
Notherlends wist Indivs, Moncnurta, sho Phitippin >» PURIhYyp:/sjwivwilegaltopls Dtg/doc/3ed967/ 
Settlements. Convider:.bi. quantiti.s of suszet rluminum vere oxported to 
Britisn Indian, «meé sxpo.te «1 ici) te the urione un a ban incrorsing (soe 
trols 6). 


See lso the section on rev 
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Tadle 7.- Aluminum: Avernag> quot prices in Japen 
end the United States, 1925-36 


nN cents por pound 


. 


26 
26 
23. 
23 
22 
2i 


BDOhKONG 


WNW ooo 
. 
ANH CO-~IW 


MND 


sources: Japanuse ,»pric.s, The Mining Mop-zino, vl. 59, 
No. 2, August 1938, London, p. 63; United ctrtes prices, 


Enginecsring and Mining Journal, Now York. 


In connection with post-ar roguiirements ind the post-..ar consumption 
of «luminum ih J: pon,| th: amcunt availebl. t.leivilians uuring the var on 
ths basis of the souve porcentiges has been about 20,000 tons. Another 
bisis for a rough rpproximetion of thos. requirements is the general ratio 
ef sluminum tu ste:l coumsum,tion in tie countri:s which cro larg» c nsumors 

{ metals and metal products. Modern industry generally requir:s «dout 
ton of «.luninun for every 200 tons f{ ingot ste.l. Should the Jnjenuse 
steel industry return to the 1935 pro'uction level of op, roximtely 
5 millivn tons, Japenesy requirements for aluminum, on the besis of this 
retio, Would be 25,000 tons. Japen irs not attains: so high a lovol of 
metal Consuaption for civilian purvesys ay other industrial nations, how- 
over, and it is doubtful whothor domestic requirements would. exe: 205000 
Lous annuclly fur somes tims. Moroover, compl.te prohibition of -ircrsft 
ecnstruction and perhaps of oth or typ :s of products containing rluminun, 
in Jayen ifter the war woale euonsidersbly reduce total «lumina newds. 
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The generai cfisct of the dismemburmunt -£ th. smpire on the ability 
te preduce saiuminum in Japan proper .ili bo n gligible. 


